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A Songwriter’s
Spiritual Journey in
Bluegrass Gospel

By Malik Riaz

ick Lang, a native of New Hampshire, has carved out a remarkable
career as a Grammy-nominated songwriter in the Bluegrass and
Gospel music world. With over 200 song cuts, multiple #1 hits,
and a Grammy nomination, his music resonates deeply with listeners. But
beyond his accolades, Rick’s journey is one of perseverance, faith, and

dedication to his calling.

In this exclusive feature, we explore Rick’s journey, the challenges he
overcame, and his mission to spread the faith through song.

A Late Start, But A Lifelong Passion

Rick Lang’s songwriting journey began in the late 1980s
when he first discovered Bluegrass music. The energy,
storytelling, and faith-filled lyrics struck a chord with him.
But what fascinated him most was Bluegrass Gospel, a genre
he had never been exposed to before.

He was captivated by the songs he heard, especially
Bluegrass Gospel. He started following groups like Doyle
Lawson & Quicksilver, the Bluegrass Cardinals, and the
Lewis Family. Tnspired by the heartfelt lyrics, he decided to
try writing songs of his own.

Initially, songwriting was just a hobby. Living in New
Hampshire, far from the heart of the Bluegrass world, Rick
had few opportunities to collaborate with other songwriters.
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“There were very few people in my area interested in
co-writing, so I was pretty much on my own for a long time,”
Rick admits.

Despite these challenges, he kept writing. Eventually,
artists began recording his compositions, and Rick realized
this was more than just a pastime, it was his true calling.

A Leap of Faith: Finding Purpose Through Music
Rick’s journey took a dramatic turn around 2008, during
one of the lowest points in his life. Struggling with personal
challenges, he felt like he was in a free fall. It was then that
he turned to God with complete sincerity, praying for guidance.
“T made a promise to my Lord and Savior that if He could
save me from myself, I would dedicate the rest of my life to



writing spiritual songs to praise His Holy Name,” he shares.
That moment of surrender became the turning point in his
life.

True to his promise, Rick poured his heart into writing
Gospel songs. In 2010, he released his first all-Gospel album,
“Look To The Light.” The album’s impact was profound,
earning a GMA Dove Award nomination and setting the stage
for his career in Gospel music.

Breaking Through: Grammy Recognition & Chart-
Topping Hits

Rick Lang’s remarkable contributions to Bluegrass
Gospel have earned him widespread recognition, including
prestigious nominations and chart-topping hits. His dedication
to faith-driven music continues to inspire audiences
worldwide.

Major Achievements

2019 IBMA Gospel Recording of the Year
Gonna Sing, Gonna Shout (Title Track)

2019 Grammy Nomination
Gonna Sing, Gonna Shout (Best Roots Gospel Album)

Two #1 Chart Hits
Heaven’s Backyard and Don’t Tune Him Out
(Singing News Bluegrass Gospel Charts)

2024 IBMA Gospel Recorded Event
of the Year Nomination
Just Beyond, the first single from “Blue Collar Gospel”

#1 Radio Airplay Hit
Just Beyond, topping multiple major
Gospel and Bluegrass charts

Rick’s extraordinary passion for Gospel music continues
to shape his legacy, with each new release touching hearts
and reinforcing his mission of faith through song.

The Challenges of Being a Songwriter

Despite his success, Rick acknowledges that the road to
becoming an established songwriter was anything but easy.
Living in New Hampshire, away from major music hubs, he
had to work harder to make connections and get his songs
heard.

His persistence paid off, as he built a reputation in the
Bluegrass Gospel community. Today, he has been a three-
time nominee for IBMA Songwriter of the Year, a two-time
nominee for SPBGMA Songwriter of the Year, and a two-
time nominee for IBMA Mentor of the Year.

A Morning Ritual: Finding Inspiration in Nature
Even after decades of songwriting, Rick’s creative
process remains deeply spiritual. One of his most cherished

rituals is his morning walk with his wife through a wooded
trail near their home.

“During COVID, when we couldn’t attend church, we
started taking early morning walks along a trail that leads to
a nearby lake,” he shares. “We found a beautiful spot where
we could watch the sunrise over the water. We named it
Nature’s Altar.”

It became a sacred space for Rick, where he would pray
for inspiration. After almost every walk, he arrives home with
two or three new song ideas in his pocket. This practice
continues to this day, ensuring that his well of creativity never

runs dry.

Music as Ministry: Spreading Faith Through Song

For Rick, songwriting isn’t just a career; it’s a ministry.
He strongly believes that many of society’s greatest problems
stem from a lack of faith and spirituality. His goal is to
reconnect people with their faith through music.

He tries to write songs that resonate with everyone, songs
that touch the heart and stir the soul. He has often been told
that his music serves as a form of ministry, bringing listeners
closer to God.
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