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Artist Spotlight
RICK LANG

By Jacky Jack White

l 7 ery few writers have enjoyed as many cuts,
hits, and joy than Stratham, New
Hampshire ‘s Rick Lang. Rick has enjoyed

some simply incredible accomplishments over the last
three and a half decades. The New Hampshire native
has been Grammy nominated, won numerous awards,
and had well over two hundred of his songs recorded.
Almost thirty of Rick’s songs have hit #1 on the charts.
His songs have been recorded by a virtual “Who's
Who” in Bluegrass. These performances include Dave
Adkins, Kristi Cox, Stephen and Jana Mougin, Daryl
Mosley, Jerry Salley, Williamson Branch, The Grascals, Blue
Highway, Rick Faris, Nick Dumas, and Wilson Banjo Co.
That’s the short list. There are dozens more.

Some of the most exciting projects of Rick Lang’s include
his concept albums. According to a recent article, “Blue
Collar Gospel” is Rick’s 3rd multi-artist Gospel recording
project. It was released in 2024 on Billy Blue Records. The
album features eleven original Gospel songs, co-written by
Rick with some of the top songwriters in Bluegrass. It was
produced by his dear friend, and several times co-writer Jerry
Salley, Some of the artists include Jerry Salley, The Oak
Ridge Boys, Becky Buller, Nathan Woodard, Dave Adkins,
Barry Abemathy, John Meador, Tim Raybon, Bradley
Walker, Daryl Mosley, Jaelee Roberts, Danny Paisley, Ben
James, Darin & Brooke Aldridge, Williamson Branch, Donna
Ulisse, Alan Bibey, Magnolia Williams and Alecia Nugent.

The album’s first single, Just Beyondreached #1 on three
of the top radio airplay charts and was nominated for IBMA
‘Gospel Recorded Event Of The Year® in 2024. It deserves
mentioning, Rick’s Gospel album “Gonna Sing, Gonna
Shout” on Billy Blue Records made a tremendous impact on
Bluegrass Gospel. The title track was awarded an IBMA
“Gospel Recording Of The Year’ and the album received a

Grammy Award nomination for ‘Best Roots Gospel Album.’

Two of the songs from “Gonna Sing, Gonna Shout,” Heavens

Back Yard and Don't Tune Him Out reached #1 on the Singing

News Bluegrass Gospel Charts. At the time, radio

programmer Buddy Michaels said, “Rick Lang has done it

again! The master of the co-write with a knack for getting the
most out of every line; and everyone involved too!”
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With all this said, the most impressive traits I've:
personally noticed about Rick Lang would be his sincere faith?
in God and his kind-hearted humility. Plus, he’s a natural dry
humorist. He worked hard and conscientiously made a good
living in the lumber business for many, many years. He'
married a good woman, Wendy. They raised two wonderful
daughters who gave them three beautiful granddaughters.

All that time, Rick held a passion for music. He got his
first, and only set of drums when he was a child. Soon, it was
very obvious to himself, his family, the neighbors, and their
pets that the Lord didn’t mean for him to be a drummer. That
didn’t discourage him, or his good parents. Not long after, he'
received a Sears Roebuck guitar. Then, he was off to the races.
He fell in love with the popular artists of that day - Roy
Orbison. The Everly Brothers. The Kingston Trio. That’s how
it all started. i

Before long, he discovered the simple, moving grace of
Southern Gospel and Bluegrass. When he was in his forties
he gave his writing career more serious and disciplined effort.
He discovered it was like most artistic endeavors. Everythm
doesn’t come all at once. He loved the process. He stuck with
it. In doing so, he gained a surprising benefit. The more he
wrote sincere Bluegrass Gospel lyrics, the deeper, and more
powerful his faith grew. Rick says, “I can’t help but feel ['w ;
meant to write Gospel music, that it is my calling. I've be
blessed by doing s0.” And so have we by his music, and DY
his attitude and example. -



